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How does extra credit work?

The extra credit (EC) feature in the Sakai Gradebook can be enabled (1) at the item level or
(2) at the category level. For more information on adding items/categories to the gradebook
see How do | set up my Gradebook? or How do | add items to the Gradebook?

When you designate an item or a category as EC, those items are not added to the total
"out of" value for points possible in the Gradebook. If students earn points for extra credit
items, those points are added on top of the total grade. However, no points will be
deducted for students who do not receive a score for extra credit. EC indicates "bonus"
items, or optional credit.

Note: It is important that you DO NOT make individual items extra credit within an extra credit
category. Those items will be considered optional within the category and therefore would have
no effect on the overall grade outside of the category.

Setting EC at the item level.

Gradebook Items > Edit: EC Discussion

* means required

Title *

|EC Discussion |

Gradebook Item Point Value * | 10 |

Extra Credit

Due Date (mm/ddfyy) | ™

Category '_Discussinns v

ltems not assigned to a category will not be counted toward the course grade calculation.

|# Release this item to Students

l# Include this item in course grade calculations

Save Changes Cancel

In the Gradebook, edit the item. Then check the box next to Extra Credit and click Save
Changes.
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https://sakai.screenstepslive.com/s/sakai_help/a/167318-how-do-i-set-up-my-gradebook
https://sakai.screenstepslive.com/s/sakai_help/a/167322-how-do-i-add-items-to-the-gradebook

Setting EC at the category level.

Gradebook Setup
* means required
Grade Entry

How will graders enter grades into this gradebook?

* Points

Percentages
Gradebook Items Display

¥ Display released Gradebook Items to students
You can release a gradebook item when creating or editing the gradebook item

Categories & Weighting
Mo categories

* Categories only

Categories & Weighting

Enable Drop Highest Enable Drop Lowest Enable Keep Highest
To use drop highest, drop lowest, or keep highest, all items in the category must have the same score value

Category Extra Credit Gradebook ltems Remove
Assignments 4 item(s) Remove
Discussions 4 item(s) Remave
Quizzes 4 item(s) Remave
Extra cradit 0 item(s) Remove

Add a Category

Save Changes Cancel

In Gradebook Setup, add a category and the check the box in the Extra Credit column next to
the category. Then, click Save Changes.

Extra credit item.

Individual extra credit items can be added to any category, or to a Gradebook that contains no
categories.
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Example: EC item in Gradebook with no categories.

Grade Report for First Student

Return to Instructor's View of Grades for First Student

Course Grade A+ (125%)
Course Points 50/40

Gradebook ltems

Title Due Date & Grade” Comments
EC Quiz (Extra Credit) - 1010
Quiz 1 - 10/10
Quiz 2 - 10/10
Quiz 3 - 10110
Quiz 4 - 10110

Let's say you have a Gradebook that contains 5 quizzes, 4 of them are for credit and 1 of them
is an extra credit quiz. Quizzes are worth 10 points each.

The total points possible for the scenario above would be 40 points possible (i.e. 4 quizzes at 10
points each). The EC quiz does not factor into the total "out of" points possible, so the total
points remain at 40.

If a student were to score 10/10 points on all 5 quizzes, that student would have a course grade
of 50/40 points, or 125%. The 10 points for the extra credit quiz are added on top of the total
points for the other items.

Note: If a student scores 10/10 points on only 4 of the 5 quizzes, skipping either the EC quiz or one of
the other quiz items, that student would have a course grade of 40/40, or 100%. The EC item can
"replace” or make up for another score if it is worth the same amount of points.
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Example: EC items within weighted categories.

Grade Report for First Student

Return to Instructor's View of Grades for First Student

Course Grade A+ (129.16%)
Course Points 130/100

Gradebook Items

- Title Due Date & Grade® Weight Comments
* Assignments 133.33% 40%
Assignment 1 - 10710
Assignment 2 - 10/10
Assignment 3 - 10/10
EC Assignment (Extra Credit) - 10/10
~ Discussions 133.33% 10%
Discussion 1 - 10/10
Discussion 2 - 10/10
Discussion 3 - 10/10
EC Discussion (Extra Credit) - 10/10
~ Quizzes 125% 50%
EC Quiz (Extra Credit) - 10/10
Quiz 1 - 10/10
Quiz 2 - 10/10
Quiz 3 - 10/10
Quiz 4 - 10/10

Things get a little more complicated when you have weighted categories. You can still specify
individual items as extra credit within weighted categories, but the overall percentage grade is
not a straight-forward points calculation. Instead, all of the items within each category are
averaged together, and then each category average is weighted by the designated amount.

For example, if you have 3 regular assignments and 1 EC assignment in an "Assignments"
category that is worth 40% of the total grade, the points for all 4 items (e.g. 40 points) will be
added together and then divided by 30 (the total points possible) to result in a category
percentage of 133%. Then, 133% will be weighted as 40% of the course grade.

Extra credit category.

Now, let's say that you want to create an extra category rather than an extra credit item. This
can be useful if your Gradebook includes weighting, or if you have several EC items that you
want to group together into a category.
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Example: EC category only.

Grade Report for First Student

Return to Instructor's View of Grades for First Student

Course Grade A+ (115%)
Course Points 115/100

Gradebook Items

- Title Due Date = Grade* Comments
* Assignments 100%
Assignment 1 - 10/10
Assignment 2 - 10/10
Assignment 3 - 10/10
~ Discussions 100%
Discussion 1 - 10/10
Discussion 2 - 10/10
Discussion 3 - 10110
¥ Extra Credit (Extra Credit) 100%
EC ltem 1 - 8/5
EC ltem 2 - 5/5
EC ltem 3 - 5/5
¥ Quizzes 100%
Cuiz 1 - 10/10
Quiz 2 - 10110
Quiz 3 - 10110
Cuiz 4 - 1010

In this example, there are categories only (no weighting) in the Gradebook and one of the
categories has been designated as extra credit. Any items placed into the EC category are
automatically omitted from the total points possible for the course grade; however, any points
earned for those items are still added to the total.

Therefore, if you have 3 items worth 5 point each in the EC category, and a student earns 5/5
points for all three of them, in addition to a perfect score on all other items in the other
categories, the student would have 115/100 points possible, or 115%.
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Example: EC with weighted categories.

Categories & Weighting

Mo categories
Categories only

* Categories & Weighting

Enable Drop Highest Enable Drop Lowest Enable Keep Highest
To use drop highest, drop lowest, or keep highest, all items in the category must have the same score value

To exclude a category from the course grade, use 0% for the weight

Category % Extra Credit Gradebook ltems Remove
Assignments 40 3 item(s) Remaove
Discussions 10 3 item(s) Remaove
Extra Credit g v 3 item(s) Remaove
Quizzes 50 4 item(s) Remaove

Add a Category
Running Total 100%

Meeded Total 0%

Now let's look at an example of weighted categories with extra credit. Notice that when you set
up weighted categories in the Gradebook, your combined category weighting must equal 100%.
However, by designating a category as EC, you can have a sum that is greater than 100%. In this
example, Assignments (40%) + Discussions (10%) + Quizzes (50%) = 100% of the course grade.
The extra credit category is worth 5% of the course grade in addition to the 100% total.
Including EC, a student could potentially earn 105% of the total grade.
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Student view of this scenario.

Grade Report for First Student

Return to Instructor's View of Grades for First Student

Course Grade A+ (105%)
Course Points 115/100

Gradebook Items

- Title Due Date = Grade* Weight Comments
~ Assignments 100% 40%
Assignment 1 - 10410
Assignment 2 - 10/10
Assignment 3 - 10/10
~ Discussions 100% 10%
Discussion 1 - 10110
Discussion 2 - 10110
Discussion 3 - 10/10
~ Extra Credit (Extra Credit) 100% 5%
EC Item 1 - a8i5
EC Item 2 - 5i5
EC ltem 3 - 55
¥ Quizzes 100% 50%
Quiz 1 - 10/10
Quiz 2 - 10/10
Quiz 3 - 10/10
Quiz 4 - 10/10

Notice that, while none of the scores have changed from the prior example, the course grade
percentage is now 105%, instead of 115%. This is due to the change in the weighting of the
categories. The EC category has a maximum of 5% on top of the total grade (provided that you
do not award more than the maximum number of points per item).
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